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We will all die, but few of us discuss it with those who are important to us. Many will also be
confronted by disability, illness, grief and loss. How we respond to suffering says much about
empathy, love and who we are. There is no doubt many people have much to endure, but
illness and disability are not all doom and gloom, just different, and calling on us, perhaps, to
surrender to dependence on others, and place trust in God, and trust in our love for each other.
In this volume the author reflects on being pleasantly surprised with doors that have been
opened through illness, that he did not know existed. There was also the discovery of
resilience and a deepening and strengthening of love. The book reflects on issues that arise in
illness, such as the right to know and refusal of treatment, issues at the end of life, euthanasia,
artificial feeding, pain management, representation and advanced directives. It also includes
discussion of the care of those with mental illness, and finally the issue of health resource
allocation. While considering the range of views on these issues, this book is also very frank
about the authors experiences of illness, pain and threats to life.
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The ethical implications of the growing commercialization of health care have become at the
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people make a moral distinction between active and passive euthanasia. They think that it is.
Many synagogues announce at the end o/'services the names of people who and whoever does
not visit the sick causes the sick person to die (Nedarim ) . several days and no one has
opened the door to care for him or to revive him.
End-of-life care (or EoLC) refers to health care, not only of a person in the final hours or days
of 2 Non-medical care and support One study estimated that 40% of the patients who had died
in hospital had not had medical needs . received an inadequate amount of formal education on
comfort-care and end-of- life care.
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